Nevertheless, not even the economic liberalization symbolized by the "opening of the ports to friendly nations" and the transfer of the seat of the government to Rio de Janeiro would prevent the "curse of censorship" from continuing to atrophy our printed production and to compromise our intellectual development.
In reality, there was no freedom of the press yet (…) the old restrictions continued to be maintained (…) the edict of May 30, 1809 prohibited (…) the publication (…) of advertisements, notifi cations and news that had not been seen, examined and necessarily approved. 5 Only on the eve of national independence, the "prior censorship" would lose its force in our territory, warmed by the liberal airs of the Porto Revolution (1820).
As a consequence of the constitutional movement initiated in the general courts of Lisbon, Prince Regent D. Pedro ordered, by a notifi cation on August 20, 1822 , that the prior review be halted of works that were to be printed… (…) 6 This did not mean at all that its side eff ects had disappeared from our social tissue. If the printing presses installed here began to operate without shackles and chains, encouraged by the liberating echo of the Declaration of Independence from Portugal at Ipiranga, its initial products were not as edifying as some patriots dreamed. The inventory which Isabel Lustosa made of this post-independence crop pointed to a whirl of "printed insults" and of "defamatory libels" 7 , widening the existing ditch between the elite and the people.
Historically condemned to intellectual indigence, Brazilian society favored the feeling of disdain on the part of our elites for culture in general and for the press in particular. Intellectuals of the caliber of Alfredo de Carvalho never failed to make explicit their dismay and perplexity in the face of this type of contingency.
If we take into consideration the thousand hostile circumstances which have blocked and continue to obstruct the march of similar undertakings: the negative importance of the enormous illiterate majority of the population and the lamentable indiff erence of most of the educated, our numerous belletrist and scientifi c magazines and gazettes, some of real value, we appear in a much more fl attering aspect… 8 It is a question of a typical behavior of those who were attacked by the "gag syndrome". This is a two-sided coin, in which one side translates the inhibition of the issuers anchored in the spaces of production and dissemination of media contents. The other side projects the receivers dispersed in anonymous audiences, who even when off ered contents, frequently are unable to access them, for lack of mastery of the media codes.
The fi rst side, that is, the issuance, is not limited just to the possible exercising of "censorship" of the contents, but has a structural character, translating the gagging of Brazilian society adroitly accomplished by the Portuguese colonizers, as Patrick WILCKEN synthesizes well:
Portugal, fearful of losing its most valuable colonial possession, tried to isolate Brazil… (…) The Portuguese Crown prohibited the press and suspended the importation of books and the foundation of universities. Lisbon repressed the nascent craft industry of Brazil, and its colonial authorities destroyed the looms, in order to protect the importation of poor quality Portuguese wool; it even uprooted native trees, in order to prevent competition with certain types of wood. By order of the Crown, there were attempts to restrict internal communications in Brazil, when the latter were not used for the export trade. Laws were approved to restrict river navigation and the development of a land-based postal system was discouraged. The highways (…) were in an extremely bad condition. The dirt roads were only marginally helpful. (…) And some paths led nowhere… 9 The second side of the coin, that is, the cognitive lack of appetite, represented by the illiteracy and the ignorance of the great majority of our population, was described with precision by another emblematic intellectual from the State of Pernambuco. On sketching the physiognomy of our society, in the middle of the XX century, Paulo Freire said that the root of our lack of democratic experience and of our political-economic stagnation was precisely the "muteness" of Brazilian men.
This was, in reality, the constant aspect of our colonial life. Always men crushed by power. (…) Never, or almost never, interfering (…) in the constitution and in the organization of ordinary life. (…) Almost always forbidden to grow. Forbidden to speak. The only voice that could be heard, in the silence to which we were subjected, was that of the pulpit. But the forces which act between the cracks in the constitutional system have never renounced their authoritarian designs, remaining vigilant in order to gag the media networks, in a subtle or ostensive way, as Sergio Mattos has well documented:
After the Constitution of 1988 there were various attempts to fi nd ways to silence the press, which began to have a role in the re-democratization of the country with the publication of denouncements of corruption and political and administrative frauds. These denunciations began to disturb to such a point that freedom of the press began to be threatened in several ways. (…) Initially we will deal with the Gag Law, followed by the discussion which agitated the country regarding the creation of the Federal Journalism Board, the debates concerning the National Movie and Audiovisual Agency (ACINAV) and the General Law of Communications. 21 Faced with these threats of discretionary relapses, the Alfredo de In 2005, according to the statistics of the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), a record number of journalists and other media professionals -150 people -were killed while practicing their professions. This is the highest number of media professionals´ deaths yet recorded in history and represents a tragic continuation of a statistical trend which has been growing in recent years; being a journalist is very dangerous and unfortunately is becoming more and more so. In addition to deaths in the fi eld, journalists and other media professionals continue to face threats and persecutions; last year, more than 500 media professionals were arrested or made prisoners. 22 The historical motivation was the evocation of the 300 years of media censorship in Brazil, taking as an emblematic event the prohibition and dismounting of the printing shop which began to operate in the city of Recife in 1706.
In Brazil, the exercising of the art of Gutenberg was zealously prohibited and its disciples were persecuted without more ado. In 1706 or a little earlier, an enterprising individual, whose name is unfortunately unknown, succeeded in establishing in Recife a printing shop, which was limited to the printing of bills of exchange and brief devout prayers. The then Governor of Pernambuco, Francisco de Castro Moraes, perhaps tolerated its operation; not so the Court of Lisbon, which on hearing about the supposed off ense, by means of the Royal Order of July 8, 1706, imposed upon him the injunction of 'confi scating the printed bills and notifying the owners of the shop and the printers not to print nor permit the printing of books or separate papers' On preserving the memory of these "historic moments", picking out "events", reconstituting "situations" and seeking the links which magnetize the "succession of episodes", the directors of the Alcar Network intend only to project some anonymous, modest and forgotten "heroes".
Contingently it has been possible, without any vengeful spirit, to remove from the shadow certain personalities who were not so eff ective at erasing the vestiges of the villainy practiced, in the illusion of escaping from the judgment of History. The Bibliography of the Alfredo de Carvalho Network (appendix) illustrates these assertions.
The collective mission of the Alfredo de Carvalho Network , in this and other projects, has been to meet the challenge launched by Fernand Braudel in the attempt to "help comprehend the special place that certain events or exceptional personalities occupy in the history of civilizations" 28 .
NOTES
18 Despite the restrictions created by the agents of the post-1964 military cycle for Brazilian newspapers and journalists, trampling on the right of expression, the universities preserved their autonomy, defending freedom of the press to the limit of their power. Evidence of this civic resistance was the initiative of the Department of Journalism and Desktop Publishing of the ECA-USP, joining together leadership from the press and from civil society to denounce the abuses committed and demand the departure of the censors from the editorial rooms. 
